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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
Tuesday April 18, 2007  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday April 18, 2007, at the Municipal Building 
Mount Kisco, New York. 
 
Members Present:  Chairwoman Nancy Abramson  

     Anne Houck 
     Kevin Kelly 

     

Members Absent:  Frank Tortorello  
 

Staff Present:  None 

      
Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 

 
Chairwoman Abramson: Architectural Review Board of Mt. Kisco now comes to order 
7:30 Pm April 18, 2007 
 
Returning Cases: 

 

1. Eduardo’s – Case #07-20 
77 S. Moger Ave 

Mt. Kisco, New York 10549 

 
Richard Alexander, representing Eduardo’s 

 
Richard Alexander: We are here tonight and I will submit some minimal changes. I am 
not sure as to how you will handle this. We are proposing two (2) signs this evening. 
One is the pole. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I believe we said no to the pole. This is a non-issue. 
 
Anne Houck: Going forward with the new sign code, pole signs will not be allowed in the 
downtown area. It will have to be taken down. Maybe you would entertain some 
landscaping in its place. 
 
Rich Alexander: I explained that to my client. So if we got an approval on the pole sign 
this evening, I also told him that going forward when the new sign code is adopted that 
the pole sign would have to come down in 1-3 years.  
 
Frank Tortorello: He was fine with that. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: He would want to use the existing pole? 
 
Rich Alexander: Yes and at the bottom we would incorporate a planter to match the rest 
of his existing planters. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: With all due respect why does he need a pole, when he is going 
to have his awnings and a sign? I do not believe anyone is going have any difficulty 
finding this place. 
 
Kevin Kelly: This sign pole is proposed to be 13 feet in height. This would even be higher 
than we would allow. 
Chairwoman Abramson: I believe that we made it clear we would not allow the pole sign 
at all in this area. He is proposing adequate signage for this building. 
 
Rich Alexander: Would you like to go through the entire presentation at this point?  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Sure. 
 
Rich Alexander: The only thing that we changes was to re-center the oval so it would all 
be proportionate.  
 
Kevin Kelly: These are the colors that you are proposing? 
 
Rich Alexander: That burgundy on the chart. Then it would be vanilla or ivory and the 
material would be aluminum. The lettering would be vinyl hand painted.  
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Kevin Kelly: This is not lit? 
 
Rich Alexander: No. We are proposing soft spot lighting from below. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: There is an awning that comes out? There is signage on that 
awning?  
 
Rich Alexander: This elevation is incorrect. There is no signage on the awning.  
 
Kevin Kelly: The awnings are already installed. 
 
Rich Alexander: I believe so. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Let’s go back to the lighting. How are we going to put lighting on this?  
 
Rich Alexander: It is going to be minimal housing. This is the side view. (Drawing on 
plans for illustration) Almost the sizing for a household spot. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Is that part of the application? 
 
Rich Alexander: Yes. Up lighting. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What is currently on the Moger side? There is no lighting there? 
 
Rich Alexander: I think this would be an incandescence look to get some up lighting on 
this. It would be off the road. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What is on the front of the building? The sign is on the awning? 
 
Rich Alexander: Not currently. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The torn up awning you can’t tell what is left there. 
 
Nancy Placona: This photo was before the awning was torn down. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I was there today and it looked like it was torn off the front. 
Kevin Kelly: The applicant is not proposing any sign on the main street to the best of 
your knowledge. 
 
Rich Alexander: To the best of my knowledge. I am only here regarding this and the 
pole sign. 
 
Kevin Kelly: So you are here for 2 signs. The pole sign and a roof mounted sign. 
 
Anne Houck: There would be a sign allowed on the Moger side. Even if the awning was 
replaced as is? If you chose to replace the Moger side awning you could have a sign 
also. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Wouldn’t this all look better if they matched? 
 
Rich Alexander: My understanding is the awnings will be all black. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: The only signage will be off the main street? 
 
Rich Alexander: That is the way I understand it. All black awnings and we were just 
going for these 2 signs. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Part of this application is for a new black awning on the side elevation of 
this building, along with the sign that you are proposing tonight. Let the record know 
that the awning was installed without permission or approval. No graphics on windows.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I am jus t concerned that is he decides to put a sign on the 
front he will have to come back. 
 
Rich Alexander: Would you entertain this same design scaled down proportionately to 
the front façade? If it was the same proportionately?  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Up over above the awning? 
 
Rich Alexander: Yes. If there is nothing on the awning. 
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Nancy Placona: That front faced will not be used as an entrance. Maybe that is why he 
did not propose a sign for that entrance. 
 
Anne Hock: My memory was that we asked the owner to please bring materials to us 
with regards to the awnings and to reapply for the awnings. This application does not 
have any indication of the awning. It is not filled in at all. The awning proposal was 
denied last time. 
 
Nancy Placona: It was not denied but he was asked to return.  
 
Anne Houck: He was to bring sample materials.  
 
Nancy Placona: That is when he left the meeting and returned with the sample material 
that he had pulled off his building. This application should reflect that awnings will be 
proposed. 
 
Anne Houck: Again where is the material? 
 
Nancy Placona: You can take a vote on the application before you and leave that portion 
open so that they can return to the next meeting with the materials. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Moving forward. I drove by today and could not tell if there was 
new equipment going in on the roof. It just seemed very obvious that there was a large 
amount of new equipment.  
 
Rich Alexander: I am not involved with that. This picture here is 2 days old.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Is that his stuff and is it all new or is that pr-existing. 
 
Nancy Placona: Are you able to compare with the photos that I gave you? 
 
Anne Houck: Yes. 
 
Rich Alexander: I think this is a bulk head from the building behind it. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I cannot tell what was there and what is new. Quite frankly I 
would like to talk about the possibility of putting screening. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Since the applicant himself is not here. The only things we can address 
tonight are the sign and ask the applicant to come back. 
 
Nancy Placona: The applicant can come back for discussion on amending the application 
for the awning material, material for roof top screening, and photographs of the roof top 
equipment.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Are we all on the same page?  
 
Kevin Kelly: Ye we are all on the same page. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Especially since this is the main entrance. When I drove by 
there today it appeared that more equipment was going up on the roof. 
 
Nancy Placona: You can take care of the sign fees. We can send a letter to the applicant 
requesting their appearance for discussion and approval on the roof top equipment. It 
would also include their awning. 
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the signage application for the main entrance to 
Eduardo’s as presented. No approval for the pole. Including the up lighting. We request 
that the applicant return to the board for discussion of the awning material and 
screening for the roof top equipment on the roof. 
 
Rich Alexander: On the question. Since we are not going with anything on the front. 
Would that have any weight on your possible reconsideration for this proposal?  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We would much rather work with you for something on the 
front. I do not think that you would have a problem with a front whether it is an awning, 
or create something special.  
 
Kevin Kelly:  We will need clarification. Right now there is a sign on the awning as far as 
we are concerned. If you look at the old photos there is a sign. He should tell us this will 
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be removed, there is going to be new hear. It will be this color, we are removing this. 
Make it as detailed as possible. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Second. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 
Board All Ayes: Approval for one sign as amended. This case will be returning. 
 
 

2. Joseph Zoccali -  The Pastry Corner – Case #06-45 
209 Main Street 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
Joseph Zoccali, applicant 

 
Joseph Zoccali: My proposal is to change the siding because we did a pitch roof. We 
would like to side the whole building. I spoke with the building inspector and he 
suggested coming before your board. We want to change the siding from white to sand. 
We want to change the awning from green to black. The same style and fabric. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The parfait will stay the same color? 
 
Joseph Zoccali: That will remain black along with the shutters. The awning will remain 
fabric. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Your sign will remain? You are putting up a new awning and it is 
going to say exactly what exists on it now? “The Pastry Corner” “Cakes for all 
occasions”. If you are putting up a new awning we would like to look at the copy. We are 
looking at like a sign. We are trying to move away from the excess copy.  
 
Joseph Zoccali: The sign man can do anything that you want. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Is this another sign?  
 
Joseph Zoccali: This sign over here I removed since it had water damage. There is a sign 
on the side that says “Bakery” I am not sure if I am going to put that one back.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: This is a big corner.  
 
Joseph Zoccali: My architect was the one that recommended this and it does look very 
elegant. 
 
Kevin Kelly: We need to break this out into 2 applications. We need a yea or nay on the 
siding. So that project can be started and come back for the awnings and signage.  
 
Joseph Zoccalli: I do not want to come back, you tell me what you want. I want this to 
be easy. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I don’t think it is appropriate to have two different signs that 
don’t connect to each other.  
Joseph Zoccali: The sign on the wall I might remove. I do not think that I am put it 
back.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: You are on a corner and are allowed 2 signs. We want you to 
think about what you want to do. We can’t tell you not to put this sign here. You might 
want to put the Pastry Corner here (showing on plans) and put the pastry corner in the 
front with the telephone number in between. 
 
Anne Houck: The Chairwoman is saying that we need to see the actual materials and a 
mock up of the sign. 
 
Joseph Zoccali: I just wanted to see what you would think.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We need to let you know that you can have 2 signs. We are fine 
with the color, so go for it. We want you to come back and show us what you want to do 
with the sign. 
 
Joseph Zoccali: I will do the siding and get a price for the awning.  
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Kevin Kelly: You need to come back with the awning drawing first.  
 
 
Joseph Zoccali: That is the drawing and the shape.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: You need to come back with the fabric, and show us what the 
sign or awning is going to look like. Either way this is something you have to do. 
 
Joseph Zoccali: I do not want to come back before this board. I will not do any changes 
except to keep it black. Keep all the text. 
 
Nancy Placona: He would be replacing the awning with the existing shape. The only 
change would be the color. You can dictate the text. It could just be the “Pastry Corner” 
and a phone number. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Replace existing skin and replace the existing type face identical to what is 
there. Same font. It will say “The Pastry Corner” and at the front door  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: The copy will be the same font, the letters to be white and 
same letter height. The Pastry Corner in the front with the phone number with no extra 
copy. Take down the side elevation sign “Bakery” and you can put up The Pastry Corner. 
You might want to make it a little smaller on the side elevation. 
 
Joseph Zoccali: The Signman has a sign on the side of the building. Does he get to keep 
it? I want him to re-do the sign because it is big.  
 
Nancy Placona: He would have to come back with application. Any change in the sign 
would require an appearance before your board. 
 
Anne Houck: I move we allow the applicant to remove the existing sign with the 
following changes. From green to black same material. The copy is to be in the same 
font the letter height is to be the same, and the color is to stay white. The text is to read 
“The Pastry Corner” and has indicated placing the phone number in between. We have 
indicated to remove the “Bakery “sign on the side elevation and the applicant has 
agreed to do so. Also a motion for a change of materials and color to vinyl siding.  
Kevin Kelly: Second. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Nancy Abramson: Aye 
 
Board All Ayes to approve as amended.  
 

3. Chase/Bank of New York – Case #07-10 

55 Main Street 
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

Paul Maroni and Chris Hall representing the applicant 
 

Paul Maroni: I have brought Mr. Hall with me since he is associated with Chase directly. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Please walk us through your changes. 
 
Paul Maroni: We have matched the color on the building to make it more palatable to 
the board. We would use the same size letters that we had proposed in the past. WE 
have changed the background so it will blend in with the architecture of the building.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I know we have been through this several times. You just don’t 
want to place the letters on the building? 
 
Chris Hall: The problem is that you can see the pilasters that exist. WE used the pin to 
take in that on the architectural on the indoor count. There is only about 8 feet between 
those 2 pilasters. The standard letter size that we can get in between there is 12 inches. 
Chase has a problem with 12 inches because that existing pan is 28 inches. Twenty feet 
roughly from the building on grade. I believe it is 18 feet 4 inches. What we are coming 
back to you with is the pan again. Hopefully with the color to match the building so that 
is best architectural rendering we can come up with. Can you understand where we are 
here?  
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Kevin Kelly: I am just one vote here. I thought I was crystal clear as I possibly could be 
and respect to the building. Also with total consistency to your other building across the 
street, which we had the same concerns with. We managed to put the signage between 
the pilasters. If you refer to the pictures.  
 
Paul Maroni: Those letters are on a metallic pan. 
 
Chris Hall; It is also on a raceway. 
 
Kevin Kelly: They are not covering over a pilaster correct? 
 
Chris Hall: No. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Your concern is that there is a pilaster. This is a much more upscale look 
with the individual letters than a raceway. I believe we had asked you to do an 
exploratory. At one point you said there was not the ability to put letters in that parfait 
the way it was. The sign can be in between the pilasters. There is a ton of signage that 
you are proposing for this building. Let’s call this a corner building. Technically you 
would have two sides. The applicant is probably proposing 12-14 signs for this whole 
building. We are being as agreeable as possible. From awning signs, building sign, side 
sign, entry graphic sign, ATM sign. You have a wonderful layout of all the signs we are 
talking about doing. I  am a little frustrated that we are back again and we still don’t 
have what we thought we were going to do.  
 
Chris Hall: We took that into account and we should you what the existing branch is, 
which is on a metallic pan. It is also on a raceway. We are proposing that pan. We are 
trying for a 2 ½ in projection with the channel letters mounted flush to that. Instead of a 
raceway which projects another 5 inches, we are only projecting 2 inches off the 
building, and we are going for a color that matched the building. We are suggesting that 
a 12 inch letter set at 20 feet high would be too small. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I have to say in retrospect I am not crazy about the way that 
this came out. I do not like the raceway. 
 
Kevin Kelly: We should go back and look at the original approvals.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I do not recall a raceway.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I thought it was just individual letters on the building. WE are getting side 
tracked. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I truly believe that we approved individual channel letters for 
the other location. 
 
Nancy Placona: I will pull the file and compare the approval to it. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I am not adverse to this but what I would be more comfortable 
with is the material and how it matches the brick. The other one does not work. 
 
Chris Hall: You would like a paint sample and material of the pan face. 
 
Kevin Kelly: You want to match the brick. 
 
Chris Hall That is our main concern also. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Kevin are you open to that? 
 
Kevin Kelly: I still prefer the channel letters. If you asked me to vote tonight I would say 
no to that. WE spent 2 long nights on this and we were very clear, and nobody seems to 
be listening. WE have commended you twice on your presentation. We could have been 
done with this the first night. 
 
Chris Hall: I wished we had brought this to you also on the first night. I don’t mean to 
sound disrespectful. We brought this to our engineers and the problem is that those 2 
pilasters are to close together. WE have not been able to get around it, unless we go 
with the raceway. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I will give you an example... (Showing plans) This could have been down 
there. It did not have to be at the top of the parfait. I am just using that as an example 
and that is just one side elevation. You were worried about it being 20 feet in the air, so 
if you place it here it will not be quite as high. You can also be creative. 
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Chris Hall: But not without a raceway.  
 
Kevin Kelly: You could core drill it and it would work. 
 
Chris Hall: From my understanding that would also have to be on a raceway.  
 
Kevin Kelly: You could drill the letters right into the brick.  
 
Anne Houck: What is the purpose of the two banks across the street from each other? 
 
Chris Hall: One is personal banking and the other is commercial banking. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Any comments? Would the board entertain this if they came 
back with the materials? I cannot tell you how we are going to vote. I don’t want to 
bring them back if board is not going to consider it. 
 
Anne Houck: Yes. With the matching it is an improvement but it is not what the board 
has requested. Having it lower down and smaller might be better. You do have a way to 
go. It is a very important building on a very busy intersection. 
 
Chris Hall: I don’t want you to think we are disrespecting the board. I want you to take 
into account all the possibilities. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Here is a sample drawing that you could use. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Thank you for coming and we will see you next month. 
 
Paul Maroni: We are to bring you a sample of the aluminum pan and the color. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Try to get as accurate color of the brick as possible. So we get a better 
understanding.  
 
Chris Hall: We will take care of that.  
 
 

4. Mount Kisco Square – Case #07-16 

360 N. Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

Joseph Lanza and Betsy Schmittdt, representing the applicant 
 

Joseph Lanza: We had some challenges for getting approval and they were locations for 
2 of the entrance signs and the installation of the main sign and the landscaping. 
 
Betsy Schmittdt: Joe had a meeting with Austin. Austin made the recommendation and I 
don’t know if he mentioned them to you. 
 
Joseph Lanza: This is what they are. Basically instead of burying the sign the concern 
was the landscapers would hit it with the lawn mowers, and it may not be best for the 
sign. We agreed with that. It means putting in a foundation which we are showing here. 
We tried to show what would happen with landscaping around that sign.  
 
Betsy Schmittdt: This is what it would look like with just the foundation. This shows the 
landscaping with some ivy and then some seasonal flowers. 
Joseph Lanza: There was one other minor issue. Austin asked me to do another drawing 
to show another possibility. Instead of having such an angle on the sign, possibly to 
bring the angle in a bit. It would be a smaller foundation and cost the client a little less. 
It maybe less of a massive statement. This would be another option. Everything would 
be the same. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I believe one of our concerns last month was actual location of the sign. We 
were unsure if they were in the town right of way or not. You have a survey? It was not 
in the packet. 
 
Joseph Lanza: The location on this sign was not the issue; it was the foundation, base, 
and landscaping. 
 
Kevin Kelly: It should be shown on the site plan. You are close to the edge and I want it 
shown clearly. 
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Anne Houck: Do you have a preference for the foundation?  
 
Betsy Schmittdt: We are fine with either one. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I believe the new proposal is better visible side for driving than the 45 
width. You would see it better coming down the road. Easier to install and more cost 
effective.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: So we are going to go with option 2.  
 
Betsy Schmittdt: This sign was originally located over here and we are now getting rid of 
that (viewing of plans). The new one would go over here. Austin want to make sure the 
property line was correct. As it turned out that we had to move back. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Based on this meets and bounds survey neither one of them showed on 
your property.  
 
Joseph Lanza: It was a matter whether it was on state property or city property. We do 
have to verify. This one he was not sure, we could not locate... 
 
Kevin Kelly: This was done by an architect and not a surveyor you may be doing 
yourself a disservice by using this. Just by eye it cuts right through the middle. The 
concern would be whether it is on your property. The second question is and what the 
access agreement to Foxwood and the access to this building here. This appears not to 
be on your property either. 
 
Betsy Schmittdt: What they had to do and what we had to do was an agreement as to 
the reference for the turn for our property and we have to indicate. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Do we need special permission for a community sign or whatever. 
 
Nancy Placona; There would have to be a property owner agreement of some sort. 
 
Anne Houck: What is the status of that agreement? 
 
Betsy Schmittdt: What we wanted to do was the first step for Joe to meet with Austin to 
see what the situation was. Then to come up with a way to comply with the agreement 
and that the agreement was stable, which we have. If it is something that we feel could 
go forward we would then go back to Staples.  
 
Joseph Lanza: One of the agreements from 1989-1990 where the Zoning Board stood 
and one of the issues was for Blockbusters and Staples they wanted to show on the 
directional property signs. That you would have to go across to Staples.  
 
Kevin Kelly: You need to assure this board that this and this are not in a state or town 
easement. This really doesn’t tell us. This one also appears not to be on your property.  
 
Joseph Lanza: It is existing and we are replacing it.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I think this board needs some documentation that you have a permit or an 
agreement with Staples to have sign on their property. 
 
Betsy Schmittdt: These are the signs that we have there now. What we are looking to do 
is clean them up.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We need to make sure that this goes into the record that we 
have approved them. Austin will have to take a look and make sure that they are ok. 
 
Joseph Lanza: We do not have a problem with that and I am not sure as to how to get 
that information. 
 
Kevin Kelly: This one appears to be on your property. This one is moving to your 
property so that is a non-issue. The second sign will also be a non-issue. We need 
something in our vote tonight stating that these need to be verified and there is 
permission from the other land owner.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: The village needs to know the location of the signs and we were 
hoping to see a survey this evening. 
 
Betsy Schmittdt: That is why Austin had us move it over here so that we would be on 
our property line.  
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Joseph Lanza: The south sign if approved is a one sided sign.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Let’s look at what you need from us. 
 
Kevin Kelly: That is where we were headed last time was more verification of location.  
 
Betsy Schmittdt: So could we hypothetically get an approval.  
 
Kevin Kelly:  We would like to vote on all of it this evening given the fact that we get all 
the documentation for the village. 
 
Anne Houck: We will also need the agreements between the property owners.  
 
Kevin Kelly: The north sign is number 1 and the south sign is number 2. Then the 3rd 
sign is the monument sign.  Sign number 4 is the directional sign on the south side. 
Number 5 is the north directional sign 
Chairwoman Abramson: Number 2 south entrance needs verification. Number 5 needs 
verification.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I motion to approve submitted signs with the condition sign number 2 and 5 
are verified by the owner and documentation be supplied to the town stating that they 
have a use permit to put a directional sign on their property.  
 
Anne Houck: Second 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion to approve 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye  
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 
 

5. Nissan City North – Case #07-19 

283(281 N. Bedford Road 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

 Danny Testillo, representing applicant 

 
Danny Testillo: With the recommendation that you made at our last appearance, we 
went back to our customer and reduced the size and amount of signs. We are having the 
same similar problem that Chase was having. The customer does not want the 12 inch 
lettering, so they would like to see if you would approve the 18 inch to 24 inch lettering. 
We can reduce the size of the monument to a smaller one and combine the words 
Nissan with City North. to form one sign. As far as the red it is a corporate color and 
they are not willing to change it. We had submitted a lot more signs previously. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Correct me if I am wrong but Frank was the one that gave guidance on the 
height of letters on this.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: This is such a big façade. I don’t think these two fonts go 
together. The issue previously and we all agreed that there were two sets and they we 
separate and we wanted to put them together, because it is one sign. I believe since it is 
such a big façade it would look better together. 
 
Kevin Kelly: What would happen if you string the letters out? Is that always the case 
with Nissan lettering? 
 
Danny Testillo: Yes, that is their corporate program. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: The monument sign was decreased, correct? 
 
Danny Testillo: Yes. 
 
Kevin Kelly: How big was the Lexus sign? 
 
Nancy Placona: Approximately 8 feet. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think you are well within the property lines for the monument sign. We 
would require a plot plan to verify. The applicant still has larger sized letters. 
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Danny Testillo: 30 inch in the Nissan and 24 inch City North was the original proposal. 
Now it is 24 Nissan and 18 City North.  
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the smaller sized façade sign with the Nissan logo at 
24 inches and 18 inch for City North and that City North be moved back to the other 
(north elevation) side of the building. That we accept the monument sign as it was 
presented tonight. The size of the monument is to be 6’ in height and 5’7” in width. The 
applicant will verify that the monument sign is legally placed on their property. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Second. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 
Board All Ayes to approve application as noted. 
 

6. Kristen Porteus – Case #07-04 
36 Langeland Drive 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
Kristen Porteus, applicant 

John Cohen, architect for the applicant 

 
John Cohen: I am the architect for the Porteus’s. I was not able to attend the meeting in 
February and the presentation was made by Mrs. Poteus’s brother George O’Reilly. I 
understand he did a good job. Unfortunately there was some information that was 
lacking in the presentation and was adjourned until a later meeting. Again this is the 
first meeting I could attend.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Mr. Cohen refresh my memory, we had questions about the bay window, 
the stone. 
 
John Cohen: There is a letter summarizing everything. These are the original 
photographs.  
 
Anne Houck: We have the photos. 
 
John Cohen: I thought I would show them one more time in case you did not have them 
with you. I thought we had met all the requirements. Obviously you were looking for 
samples. Mr. Porteus raised the question of possibly changing the siding from what was 
there. It is my understanding originally that we were going to keep the siding and the 
way they were. Apparently he wants to do the whole thing including the roof shingles. 
Now we are going with vinyl siding and here are the samples. The color of the siding is a 
sand tone. The color of the shutters, and I believe there was some conflict. I understood 
they were to be green and a dark forest green. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I thought we looked at a black green. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: For the sake of moving this along what were the changes that 
we had asked? 
Kevin Kelly: The applicant I believe and it is addressed partially in here. We had asked 
what was happening with the porch. I think that they were not sure to be fair. 
 
John Cohen: I understood the brick is going to stay brick, and the columns are going to 
be what was indicated. I have extended the details on the drawings. We have changed 
the brick to stone. I have specs if needed. Mr. Porteus was to bring samples but he has 
not arrived and I do not know if he did get the samples. There is a company that makes 
a real stone veneer which can come in any stone you want.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I would like to understand what we are actually addressing. Not 
so much the materials.  
 
Anne Hock: We need to compare the original drawing to the current submission. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think Frank had the question regarding the wrought iron railings and we 
weren’t sure if this was a Faber cast column or what was going on. 
 
John Cohen: Wood trim column. 
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Kevin Kelly: I know we talked about what was going on in the back whether it was brick 
or stone, or what. 
 
John Cohen: In the back of what? 
 
Kevin Kelly: Behind the porch. 
 
John Cohen: The existing wall of the building was brick and now it has been changed to 
stone.  
 
Kevin Kelly: So we are talking about either a cultured stone or natural stone. 
 
John Cohen: Why are you laughing? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I’m not. 
 
John Cohen: Yes you are. Why are you laughing? 
 
Kristen Porteus: The cultured stone sounded familiar so I shook my head. 
 
John Cohen: Whether it is cultured stone or real stone it will look like real stone. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Add stone veneer over brick at porch. That is what you just 
addressed. Add plantings to front elevations. Add porch columns and wrought iron 
railings. Add stone veneer a front walk. 
 
John Cohen: I went down each drawing and recapped what each drawing included. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Indicated roofing throughout. Add stone veneer and flagstone 
to Sections c-3. Basically what I recall Frank who is not here tonight and had some real 
issues with was this. 
 
John Cohen: I do not know of any issues. What does that mean? I know there was a 
suggested of making that a flat roof. The owner said he objected to that. I ignored that 
comment. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Please don’t tell us you ignored it.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I am concerned we talked about stone in here and I thought we talked that 
it would be nice to continue and culture stone would have been nice just to set the 
record straight across here as a water table. That would have helped the look of this.  
 
John Cohen: The water table on what? 
 
Kevin Kelly: We are looking at the lower level here.  
 
John Cohen: That was never mentioned or discussed. The only person that gave me 
information was George O’Reilly who was a major presenter.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I think 905 of our concerns or questions have been addressed. You brought 
the samples in we have addressed the stone at the porch. We have talked about the 
railing detail. I think this is the only area that Frank was concerned about. I think we 
had proposed and threw it out there and maybe notes were not picked up on that one. A 
potential of picking a natural stone. 
 
John Cohen: I think you heard what I said. It was never mentioned to me and if it had 
been I would have never agreed with it. I don’t think it is esthetically appropriate in this 
situation or economically feasible. If in fact the whole thing can be done within their 
budget is also a question and if it can certainly this would not be a part of it.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I would question the feasible part of that. I happen to know that cultured 
stone cost about $16.00 a sq foot installed and we are not talking about that many 
square feet here. 
 
John Cohen: Where are you planning on putting it? Just in the front and forget about the 
sides. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Yes. 
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John Cohen: That doesn’t make sense at all. This is an isolated area and easily defined. 
If you start taking it across here it is going to look like an architectural disaster. I would 
not agree to this period.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Am I correct in my memory?  
 
Anne Houck: I honestly do not recall. I remember the other issue was the roof line near 
the garages. Our other board member made some strong recommendations regarding 
that. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: This is what I recall. 
 
John Cohen: My understanding was that the owner rejected those recommendations.  
 
Anne Houck: The owner was not here, I believe it was the brother in law  
 
John Cohen: The owner was here. 
Chairwoman Abramson: Sir we work together here we do not reject each other. We try 
to get something that works with everybody. Let’s move in that direction. 
 
John Cohen: I am not in a position to accept what somebody says to me without 
injection my own judgment into it. I have been practicing architecture for over fifty 
years, so I don’t look kindly about someone telling me how to design a building.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We are working together here to find something that works for 
our community. That is our job. When we work together it works a lot better and we 
don’t speak to each other and antagonize each other. Let’s just start again. There were 
some issues that were brought up previously regarding the garage. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I also think we had asked and back into your cross section for one second. 
The membrane roof that you are proposing at the porch, I think we were concerned 
about the detail of that coming back into the house over here. We were concerned about 
a possible water issue at that corner. We were concerned since it was so flat. 
 
John Cohen: It is not so flat. It has pitch to it. I don’t know why you would make an 
extreme description of it. It is a pitched roof. It is not a flat roof it is a pitched roof. It is 
a very low pitched roof. But it does shed water and the section indicates that as well as 
the elevation. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I looked at the section. That I believe was one of our concerns.  
 
John Cohen: This is a typical installation. There is nothing unusual about it. I don’t know 
why you say you are concerned about it.  
 
Kevin Kelly: What is the pitch of that roof? 
 
John Cohen: It is not defined numerically. But if you look at section CC on drawing 4 my 
estimate is that it is probably 1 on 12.  
 
Kevin Kelly: It is pretty flat.  
 
John Cohen: It is shedding water. Water will run off of that. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I understand that. The pitch of the roof is very shallow. 
 
John Cohen: Yes.  
 
Kevin Kelly: We had some concerns and it is not a critic on the architecture. As a board 
we are making suggestions to the homeowner what we think would be enhancements or 
general concerns and I believe that was one of our concerns. We were worried about the 
pitch of that particular roof. In particular when it cuts back against the existing gable 
end. 
 
John Cohen: No it doesn’t. It does not. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Can you walk me through that? 
 
John Cohen: Yes I can. Right there (viewing of the plans) this is not the gable end. This 
will drain off into a gutter. The same thing occurs at the other end where there is a 
gable.  
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Kevin Kelly: The existing roof comes out to here. I am building this new shed on top that 
correct? 
 
John Cohen: Let me draw it for you. The outline is right here. This is the outline of the 
new roof over the existing roof.  
 
Kevin Kelly: You are building this roof over that roof there. The existing roof ends where, 
at this particular line, I would assume.  
 
John Cohen: You are going to tell me that, that roof will not drain properly, is that your 
point? 
 
Kevin Kelly: I am worried about right here.  
 
John Cohen: What would you do in your scenario?  
 
Kevin Kelly: I personally think that is too flat.  
 
John Cohen: What would you do in your scenario?  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Please give him a chance to answer. This is not how we work 
here. We try to work together. If you are going to antagonize us we are not going to 
come to a solution. Ok? We have a lot of people that come before us and a lot of 
architects, we try to find something and we ask a lot of questions. It works better if you 
talk to each other. 
 
Kevin Kelly: To answer your question. I have been doing this for 25 years. Not as long 
as you but I have been doing this for a long time also. This was a concern. I am not 
asking you to change your whole design. 
 
John Cohen: What would you change of my design in order to accommodate that 
cricket? 
 
Kevin Kelly: Frankly I would have pulled this shed up the roof line to get a better pitch 
out of it. That is what I would have done and that is just one item. 
 
John Cohen: I am opposed to it, increasing the pitch of the roof. If you think the cricket 
is necessary in that corner I will indicate it. 
 
Kevin Kelly: You are going to put regular 30 year roof shingle on top of that, correct? 
 
John Cohen: EPDN. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Right. 
 
John Cohen: Copper flashing wherever they intersect and the cricket will probably be 
made out of copper. The pitch of the roof and the whole intention here is that from the 
street and I think that is what this board is concerned about primarily is the roof is not 
going to apparent in any event.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Are you telling this board that your goal was to make it invisible. 
 
John Cohen: That is correct. 
 
Kevin Kelly: That is helpful.  
 
John Cohen: I do not know how else to interpret my drawings.  
 
Anne Houck: Do you think the additional construction detailing that you and the 
architect suggested resolve the problem of the pitch Kevin? 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think if the pitch was slightly modified to shed more water from this side 
of the house, I would be happy to move forward on this site. 
 
John Cohen: In the interest of making you happy, I would increase the pitch of the roof. 
Would you like a number so that we don’t have to think about it any more? It is now 
approximately 1 on 12. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The question is do we go to a point so we can go to normal standards 30 
year roof shingles. 
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John Cohen: Then it will make it visible from the street which is what I did not want to 
do. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The other alternative is that you have a hip line here, do we run this all the 
way across. It will shed towards the front.  
 
John Cohen: This will climb further up. That hip comes further onto the roof. Your point 
is well taken. I apologize to all of you if I have been impatience with the process. It has 
been along time and I have spent a lot of time on evolving this idea and how to build 
this. 
 
Kevin Kelly: So then I will be happy to make a motion to approve it subject to Mr. 
Cohen’s revision to the front porch. 
 
Anne Houck: I second the motion. 
 
Board all ayes to approve as amended. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 

7. People’s Bank – Case #07-15 

14 S. Moger Avenue 
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

David Stein, representing the applicant 
 
David Stein: To refresh your memory we were here last month for the first time. Some 
of the discussions revolved around the Moger St. entry way. In which we introduced a 
pyramid style entry way. From some of your comments essentially that image was to 
bold and voluminous. What we have done in our submission tonight will be to remove 
the pyramid roof and created one central entry way that you would enter on South 
Moger Ave. You would go straight into the bank or make a right into the future tenant.  
 
Kevin Kelly: You are truly going to have a vestibule? 
 
David Stein: Yes. The bank there would be a vestibule for the ATM. We have created a 
central address sign “14 S. Moger Ave.” and then to the right the future tenant and to 
the left “People’s Bank” which is the same sign that we previously proposed over the 
entry way. The rear we haven’t done much other than we removed the “People’s Bank” 
previously we had over each awning. Right now we have the future tenant’s sign and the 
People’s Bank sign. We do have the board which was similar to last month with the 
materials.  
 
Kevin Kelly: The location sign is set high than all the others and I wondered if that 
should be in line with the other 2 signs.  
 
David Stein: They can be, 
 
Kevin Kelly: You’re previous application had individual letters in the rear. I personally 
think that is nicer looking. Obviously tenant is future. That would be my initial out of the 
box comments. Are we talking about any of the exterior lighting here. 
 
David Stein: Yes, we have exterior lighting which at the rear of the building. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I am thinking the front. I know you are a very traditional bank. Are you 
thinking coach lights or anything on each side of the entrance? 
 
David Stein: We did not have anything proposed. We know that this is an ATM vestibule 
and we need lights for security inside 24 hours. I think that will be enough lighting. No 
additional lighting at the front. At the rear of the building we are as illustrated between 
the awnings.  
 
Anne Houck: Can we look at the material? 
 
David Stein: In terms of trim which will cap off the brick. This is traditional crown 
molding. This is the brick that is at the front of the building, a rusticated brick. This is 
the color. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: How does that match with what is there? 
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David Stein: It does not. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I like that look better much better than what I have seen there. 
 
David Stein: It is an image that was generated from the computer. 
 
Kevin Kelly: It looks much better in that graphic. 
 
David Stein: The intent is that these two are the same. The rear of the building we are 
only matching what is there. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What is that? How does it compare? 
 
David Stein: They are both red bricks. The finish is much smoother here than in this 
distressed look. Again you are never going to compare the two.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We are very proud of all the brick downtown. Will this 
compliment this?  
 
Davis Stein: I think in terms of the traditional color, I think it is appropriate and not over 
powering in any way. The distress aspect of the brick gives the appearance it has been 
there and it is not a clean cut.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I don’t mind the distressed it is just very brown. This is a much warmer look 
in the photograph. That is closer to the back of the building. I know the back is a more 
commercial brick.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What is the color of Bank of America? 
 
David Stein: We can check. It is hard to tell. HBSC is a brownish red brick. It is close in 
context, not to red.  
 
Kevin Kelly: It is very hard to get the right brick. 
 
David Stein: It is hard to look at a sample because you don’t see the mortar.  
 
Kevin Kelly: The more you tip it on an angle the more brown it looks. The more you 
stand it up the better it looks.  
 
David Stein: We have used that brick in many of our branches. That sample is much 
browner than what we have done in the past. It is a much redder brick. That is a photo 
image from one of our installations. That is really our intent.  
 
Kevin Kelly: If you look from an angle it almost looks brown.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Are we doing signage also? 
 
David Stein: Yes. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Tell me about this sign and what the materials are. 
 
David Stein: The materials are self illuminated aluminum. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Is this a sign box? 
 
David Stein: It is a bowed sign and that is correct. 
 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We are really trying to steer away from sign boxes, especially 
on Main Street.  
 
Kevin Kelly: This is like the Domino’s 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Here you are having a neighborhood feel. Maybe you want to go 
in another direction, where you have something a little more village.  
 
Anne Houck: Is there any reason why the signage style you have on the rear of the 
building could not be on the front of the building?  
 
David Stein: It is a possibility. 
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Kevin Kelly: Back lit individual letters. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: This is nice. What is this?  
David Stein: This would just be a plaque sign. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I would like to see something like that or individual letters. You 
are doing charming work, with the brick here. I think right next to it the sign box takes 
away from it. 
 
David Stein: My attempt was to be subtle. It has a slight bow and not such a commercial 
look. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Currently there are very few sign boxes on Moger Ave. Sleepy’s 
is there and that was before this board. 
 
Anne Houck: The new regulations that are in discussions with the Village Board would 
not permit sign boxes at all in this district.  
 
David Stein: You would prefer if we came with individual cut out letters like what is 
illustrated here on both sides that would be acceptable. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: That is one option. WE don’t want to tell you what to do. We are 
just saying could you please steer away from the sign boxes.  
 
David Stein: We would prefer this (view of plans) 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Bank of America originally came in with sign boxes. We worked 
with them and now it looks nice. It is on a prominent corner and it works well with the 
architecture. We would like to steer you in that direction. 
 
Anne Houck: This building next door has a sign package on it that you might want to 
take a look at.  
 
Kevin Kelly: We could move on with the architecture. Then come back with the signs. 
 
David Stein: Would we be able to get a conditional upon the previously presented signs? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: You mean to put the same one on the front? I would be ok with 
that.  
 
David Stein: Our thought was to and we played with the placement and thought it 
worked better proportionately centered in the arch. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I agree. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Should that be individual letters too, or should it be on a plaque? 
 
David Stein: Then there would be 3 each one would be listed in its own fashion. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Refresh me with the height of those letters. 
 
David Stein: 1 foot 1inches by 9 foot 2 inches. 
 
Anne Houck: The rear sign was 12 inches. 
 
Kevin Kelly: According to this it was 1 foot 6 inches was the rear on the first proposal. 
 
Anne Houck: I am looking at the current application. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Was this to scale? My concern is that it would be too big for that façade in 
height. The 1 foot 6 inches. 
 
David Stein: This would be the accurate scale.  
 
Kevin Kelly: We really do not know what that dimension is. 
 
David Stein: The one foot six inch would be drawn accurately. 
 
Kevin Kelly: 18 inches? 
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Chairwoman Abramson: That is too big. 
 
Kevin Kelly: In your new application how tall are the letters. 
 
David Stein: 1 foot 1 inch by 9 foot 2 inches.  
 
Kevin Kelly: In the rear. 
 
David Stein: 1 foot 3inches by 11 foot 2 inches.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: 15 inches in the back? 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think I can make this real simple. I don’ think we have any problem with 
the letters they are proposing. The front individual letters would be 1 foot 1 inch exactly 
what you proposed. The question is why the back would be a different size. Why would 
you not make them all the same?  Also the same size individual letters continuity your 
standard blue color. This would be 13 inches by 9 foot 2 inches and the back to match. 
The blue would stay. At the moment there is no size for that plaque sign. 
 
David Stein: It would be 1 foot 8 inches by 5 foot 6 inches.  
 
Kevin Kelly: That needs to be modified because it will over power the others. 
 
David Stein: I think the length would be appropriate just based on the scale over the 
door. We can change to 1 foot 1 inch. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I motion to approve this with the conditions of the changes, the main 
entrance sign will be individual letters not to exceed 13 inches in height and 9 foot 2 
inched in width. There w3ill be the color blue according to pantone #2883. The rear sign 
is to match the front sign being of the same size. Architectural will be accepted based on 
the latest submission. Main entry or location sign will be 1 foot 1 inch in height and 
width of 5 foot 6 inches wide. Lighting in the back will be provided as per the cut sheets 
submitted. All signage will be non-illuminated. 
 
Anne Houck: Second the motion. 
 
Board All Ayes to approve as noted. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 
 
New Case: 

 

 
1. Cosi – Case #07-23 

15 S. Moger Avenue 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

James Mauceri, representing the applicant 

 
James Mauceri: I believe my office forwarded over the drawings over. You probably do 
not have what is existing. Cosi is changing their national bran which you have in front of 
you. They are going to be cleaning up their store. You have a copy of the new logo in 
front of you. They want to use their existing framing and recover, along with changing 
the rear sign. We would propose Channel letters for the rear sign. It is quite simple. The 
color would be an olive green. 
 
Anne Houck: We would like to reduce the signage. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Do we have issues with the barriers? 
 
Nancy Placona: The barriers cannot be illuminated and the copy cannot exceed 4 square 
feet in the area. You could allow one with signage. 
 
Anne Houck: Are you suggesting that each and every barrier should have Cosi written on 
them.  
 
James Mauceri: They would like to see that. 
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Kevin Kelly: How many barriers are we talking about? 
 
James Mauceri: Six to eight. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What do they have there now? 
 
Nancy Placona: They have no signage on the now at all. 
 
Kevin Kelly: My concern is I let you put Cosi, Cosi, Cosi it becomes a sandwich board in 
some ways. Subway will want to that. I don’t know if I have a problem with the color 
and not having the Cosi. I think we will open the flood gates of problems if we allowed 
this. 
 
James Mauceri: Would you allow any of them? 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think we already gave you your front sign. 
 
Anne Houck: I would not vote for that. 
 
James Mauceri: So it would be blank on the barriers 
 
Anne Houck: It is a real nice logo but just too much. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We are going to go blank on the barriers. One logo at the 
center. 
 
Kevin Kelly: This is one filed color on this. 
 
Nancy Placona: What about the text “The simply good taste” 
 
Anne Hock: That is not on our copy. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The existing says “sandwich bar” 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: With the new code you can say what the store is. We are not 
letting people put tag lines. 
 
James Mauceri: What you are saying is that “simply good taste is out”? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Do you want to go back to them and keep coffee sandwiches. 
We want to treat everyone equally. The code says you can state your business but can’t 
add advertisement. 
 
James Mauceri: I can keep “Coffee Sandwiches” if I choose. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Cosi will be center line on the door. The tag line will be the existing one, 
which is “Coffee Sandwich Bar” We will not require you to come back should you decide 
not to put it on. We also have some graphics on the door. I do not think there is an 
issue with that as long as it is not more than 30% of the door. The rear sign is centered 
above the door with the same graphics. It is slightly wider that the door it self. This was 
the motion. No graphics on the barriers. 
 
Anne Houck: I second the motion. 
 
Board All Ayes as noted.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 
 2. Rudy’s Boxing Case #07-26 

     17 Main Street 

      Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

      Rudy Lopez, applicant 

      Eddie Sordellini, representing the applicant 
 
Eddie Sordellini: This is a boxing studio located on the second floor. There is an existing 
sign that indicates “Boxing” and shows the entrance. Rudy is proposing signage in this 
location and would like to keep it very simple. The proposed color is red. He is also 
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requesting that the sign by the front t door remain if possible. Can we keep the arrow 
pointing up so everyone knows that we are located upstairs?  
 
Kevin Kelly: Isn’t there something in our current code stating maximum height of a sign 
above the street. 
 
Nancy Placona: I spoke with Austin about this and he did not have a problem with this 
sign lining up with these windows.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I know the new proposed regulations there are most definitely restrictions 
and this will not be grandfathered. Eventually you will have to take it down and change 
it. Is this the only solution? 
 
Nancy Placona: There is nowhere down below that he could utilize. According to the 
code he is entitled to signage on the second floor. If you look at Greenwich Furniture 
they have signage on the second floor. 
 
Kevin Kelly:  I know in the new regulation down the road it will become an issue. We 
recently approve the sign below “Passage to India”. What is the regulation and I am the 
landlord and I want to rent the upper space. Why should all signs be on the first floor 
band? An after thought is maybe Passage to India should have bee shorter and allow 
some space for you guys to be there. 
 
Rudy Lopez: I use to have a sign there and shared it with the bicycle place. I gave it up 
because the previous tenant would not rent unless he had the whole sign. So I gave it 
up and I should not have and ended up with no space. I get so many clients that come 
in and say they had no idea I exist. More people come in and think that I am Sonic 
Yoga. There has to be something I can do. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Is there something that we can put down below instead of the 
boxing and arrow. 
 
Eddie Sordellini: Where would you like to put it? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: The way the building is set up it is not asking for a sign on the 
second floor. 
 
Eddie Sordellini: The reason why we want to put the sign on this side is in the summer 
this tree is in full blossom, you will not be able to see the sign at all. Unless you are 
walking will you be able to see it. The tree is going to block the sign. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The entry door is right here. Would the landlord agree to have Passage to 
India shifted to the right, and allow your to put a sign right there.  
 
Ruby Lopez: The landlord would not mind.  
 
Kevin Kelly: One it would give you better exposure. Two it makes more sense where all 
the signs are and three I am worried about allowing a sign up there. This is just a 
thought. They might complain it would cost them money to relocate their sign.  
 
Rudy Lopez: I would have to ask them. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I think that would be a good idea. 
 
Kevin Kelly: It could be black and gold, sandwich board. 
 
Eddie Sordellini: What happens if Passage to India does not want to move over? Then 
we have a dilemma.  
 
Rudy Lopez: I definitely do not want to step on his feet. He is a very nice guy and we 
have a nice relationship. I can talk to him and see what he says. 
 
Kevin Kelly: You can blame us that the board has requested that Passage to India shift 
their sign over allowing you space and keep the same style and we would probably 
approve the sign. 
 
Eddie Sordellini: My only concern is if Passage to India does not agree. We will work on 
that. 
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Kevin Kelly: If you were to get a sign made find out how much it would cost to relocate 
Passage to India sign. It maybe worth your while. You will have to come back. Thank 
you. 
 

2. Hudson Valley Bank – Case #07-25 
662 Main Street 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

John Lorrenzo, representing the applicant 

 
Chairwoman Abramson: This sign is already up? 

 

John Lorrenzo: I will give you the metamorphosis of what happen. I have been involved 
in all three of them. Supposedly White Plains Sign was going for a permit. There was an 
issue as to whether the existing sign was permitted. Austin Cassidy and I understand 
that the old sign was permitted. They were going to refurbish. San Signs came in at a 
later date and tried to apply for the sign that now exists. I was told from the bank that it 
was permitted and did not know that San Signs has pulled their permit and I went ahead 
and put it up. The existing sign was 18 inch by 2 feet. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: You put it up? 
 
John Lorrenzo: Yes, I thought there was an existing permit.  
 
Nancy Placona: You were before this board awhile ago for this building and you worked 
for a different company at that time, and this sign was not approved. 
 
John Lorrenzo: We were told that refurbishing was allowed.  
 
Nancy Placona: No you were not. Not by this board. 
 
John Lorrenzo: So the sign went up without a permit. 
 
Anne Houck: So now what? 
 
John Lorrenzo: We are requesting a permit for the same exact sign. 
 
Anne Houck: What was existing before this sign? 
 
John Lorrenzo: It was a pan sign non-illuminated and now it is illuminated. That is the 
only difference. 
 
Nancy Placona: It now also says ATM. 
 
John Lorrenzo: It now also has 24 ATM identification.  
 
Kevin Kelly: It is longer now? 
 
John Lorrenzo: No, it is exactly the same size. It was a 20 foot by 18 inch sign. WE 
made the lettering smaller to accommodate the ATM. It is the same length. There is 
very little lighting issues. This is just one sign and we are not applying for any more. 
Originally I thought they applied for more signage. They ended up with this one sign. 
Kevin Kelly: How does this keep happening to you? 
 
John Lorrenzo: I have news for you; I was told and will be quite frank with you. I do not 
want to do permitting for anyone else. It is getting ridiculous. I will be retiring very 
shortly. This business is getting to restrictive.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I have no problems with the sign. I am very disappointed that 
the sign went up with out a permit. 
 
John Lorrenzo: Again it was an existing sign. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: It does not matter.  
 
John Lorrenzo: We paid the fines and penalties.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I guess the 24 Hour ATM would be allowed. I am trying to be consistent.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Hudson Valley has been before us many times. 
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John Lorrenzo: I think it was once. 
 
Nancy Placona: It was once and then you were placed on the agenda and it was a no 
show. There was proposal for the sign tower, a three other locations. There was debate 
on two sided and whether it was to be illuminated. 
 
John Lorrenzo: So we went to a single side. 
 
Nancy Placona: There was never a vote on this application.  
 
Kevin Kelly: In the past history was a illuminated sign rejected?  
 
Nancy Placona: It was not recommended by the board. They were happier with it non-
illuminated. 
 
John Lorrenzo: The only ATM is illuminated now is in a window which you cannot see. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I do not want to supersede the previous board. If the said no to lighting and 
now all of a sudden we say yes. 
 
John Lorrenzo: My understanding was the original application was to signage around the 
tower and there was talk about illuminated signs in the front. I spoke with Jeff Baines 
before I came. He is vice president of operations. If they say no can you discuss putting 
a monument sign out there? I told him that a monument sign would not work.  
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept this sign as presented. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes to approve as presented. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye. 
 

4. Party City – Case #07-27 

3 Main Street 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

Steve Chester and John Weifhold, representing the applicant 

 
Steve Chester: Party City has been in town for over 12 years. They are in the process of 
changing their corporate logos nationwide. This photo show the pylon as it exists. We 
want to change the pylon at the same time as the channel letters on the building. We 
want to go with the same type which is channel letters. One of the big differences is that 
the raceway is not painted to match the building, and we are going to do that. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: There is still going to be a raceway? 
 
Steve Chester: Yes, because there is brick and steel beams right behind it, so the 
structure does not allow for it.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: This is very very big.  
 
Kevin Kelly: This would have to cost a fortune. Nissan was just here and we got our 
arms twisted for 18 inches. Fifty inches is bigger than the kids that go into this store. 
 
Steve Chester: I agree it is currently 32 inches. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: With all do respect that is too high also. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Right now the town is currently reviewing a new sign code. The first victim 
will probably be your pylon sign will disappear. 
 
Steve Chester: We are ok with that. Right now we just want to change the face. With 
the new logo on that pylon you will notice that it shrinks. WE loose 40% of the size. The 
letters are no longer twisted, and they are not capital.  
 
Anne Houck: We want to reduce the square footage dramatically. 
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Steve Chester: We do not face the street. We do have another revision that we would 
like to present at this time. This would be a smaller version. Bear in mind that right now 
the sign is 25 feet wide existing. This new one shows that it would be 23 feet 11 inches 
wide. It would be 46 inches in height. Is this something that you would consider? 
 
Kevin Kelly: How in good conscience do I make Nissan go from 36 inches to 18 inches? 
 
Anne Houck: They are in the most commercial district. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I believe in being fair. I don’t think it should be any more than 18 inches in 
height. 
 
Steve Chester: That would be small. This is the one that we are considering. If you 
compare it to the one that is there now you will see that it is minuscule.  
 
Anne Houck: Your Sign is probably the biggest complaint that we get since I have been 
on the Architectural Review Board. What can you do about that huge sign? 
 
Steve Chester: You do realize that the Annie Sez sign right next door has a 4 foot 8 inch 
sign?  
 
Kevin Kelly: You have heard everything tonight? 
 
Steve Chester: One of the reasons that we are changing the signs is that we are 
remodeling the store. WE just put $200,000 into the store. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Why shouldn’t that be over your door? If you were to go to a smaller sign 
and it lined up with that.  
 
Steve Chester: I believe it would not look right. 
 
Kevin Kelly: If you moved it over more to the left, the better visibility you would have. 
When I pulled into the parking lot I would want to be more to the left. If it smaller and 
line it up with the opening. What is the lower case? 19 1/2 inches. 
 
Steve Chester: I think it is the type face was the problem to make it proportionate. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Are you now a chain and located in mostly strip malls? 
 
John Weifhold: We are at about 800 stores. WE have the party America line also. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Is this the closest location you are to downtown in any of your 
stores. 
 
John Weifhold: Most of our stores in long Island are located in towns like this. WE are 
also located in New Jersey. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: In the downtown district? 
 
John Weifhold: Very similar to this. We are in Yorktown. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: But not like a downtown district like this in Mt. Kisco. As we 
change our sign code you would be just on the cusp. I think one of the reasons we get a 
lot of complaints is the multi color. The whole building is just glowing. WE are looking to 
keep the colors to a minimum and keep it toned down. 
 
John Weifhold: There are fewer colors in the new proposal that the old sign and they are 
not as bright. It is a much cleaner looking sign. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: How would you feel if you compromise the size of the letters 
and keep their logo on the pylon and keep it to one color? 
 
Steve Chester: That would be ok 
 
John Weifhold: Fine. Especially if is going away in a couple of years. Would you want it 
the same color as Annie Sez? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: You are headed in the right direction by toning it all down. 
 
John Weifhold: WE are actually trying to get a better brand name. Cleaner store. 
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Kevin Kelly: So we would go with one type face and one color for the pylon in red. What 
can we live with on the wall sign? The biggest would be 18 inches and move it over. I 
think it would help you. 
 
John Weifhold: What our brand is is a destination. People come to us because they know 
we are there. They don’t look at our sign and say oh look it is a Party City I need to pull 
over. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Then that would mean we don’t even need that sign there. 
 
John Weifhold: Give me a year and I will remove it. Everything has been renovated.  
 
Kevin Kelly: If you moved this to the edge here it would give you a much better 
exposure. 
 
John Weifhold: I am just worried about the façade and repairing it. 
 
Steve Chester: This is going to be a raceway and it will not be too bad. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Let’s agree to with sign size. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I think this is really hard to miss. It is a four colored sign. 
Everyone knows where Party City is. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Lower case letters not to exceed 18 inches. You loose a 1 ½. The 
positioning was just a suggestion. 
 
Steve Chester: We can put it where we feel it would fit best? 
 
Kevin Kelly: Yes. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We are going to do the pylon in all red. How big would the “P” 
be? 
 
Kevin Kelly: Overall 34 ½ inches. I motion to approve with the following changes with 
the pylon sign to be one color red. The new front entrance sign will be reduced in overall 
height of 34 ½ inches, upper case letters to be 26 inches lower case letters to be 18 
inches and not to exceed in length of 14 feet 4 inches.  
 
Anne Houck: Second 
 
Board All Ayes to approve as noted. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 

5. Thomas O’Connor – Case #07-24 

35 Beverly Road 
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

 Thomas O’Connor, applicant 
 

Thomas O’Connor: I was here a few years ago for a garage. We want to take the roof 
and raise it up and put walls in here. Just over the dinning room. This side elevation is 
the part that is going to come out over the porch. It is set back. It is about 17 feet 
across and about 8 feet the whole width of the porch. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The existing shingles up there are what? 
 
Thomas O’Connor: Cedar. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The new shingles will be the same. You are raising the existing plates to get 
more space upstairs. You are going to match the existing siding, which was approved. 
You are going to match the existing bracket detail, the shaker look. The window styles 
will be the same. What are the window sizes? The new code 5.7 square feet is required. 
 
Thomas O’Connor: The minimum of 52 high and 36 wide. 
 
Kevin Kelly: This shows a double hung.  
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Thomas O’Connor: They are double hung. They did not put the grid in. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I don’t think this meets egress.  
 
Thomas O’Connor: Every window has to be 5.7? 
 
Kevin Kelly: One window in each bedroom has to be 5.7 square feet. I would want you 
to check on this. This is a state code.  
 
Anne Houck: There is more detail on the existing than there is on the drawing here. On 
the lower part of the building. 
 
Thomas O’Connor: The lower part of the building in not changing. The porch stays. 
 
Anne Houck: That was a little confusing. 
 
Kevin Kelly: You are raising this adding a reverse gable that ties into this.  
 
Thomas O’Connor: Anything with a detail is the second floor. The house is a rectangle 
and the porch comes out here. 
 
Kevin Kelly: You should change the drawings to show the double hung windows. 
 
Thomas O’Connor: That can happen when I submit for a building permit. 
 
Kevin Kelly: This is very charming. 
 
Anne Houck: I motion to approve as presented. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes to approve as presented. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye 
 
Kevin Kelly: Aye. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye. 
 
Correspondence:  
 
Nancy Placona: I have one item for you. The Holiday Inn is going to be making some 
changes to color and material. Austin wanted me to show this to you to see if you want 
this to come before you. My suggestion would that they do come in for a presentation. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Yes. Mt Kisco Sports change the color of the building to green. 
 
Nancy Placona: This board does not have the jurisdiction of the color of the building. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We should modify that portion of the application. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 12: Midnight 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
 
Nancy Placona 
Board Secretary 
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